Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.115; data-toparameter ratio = 15.5.
The title compound, [Ti(C 15 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ti(C 15 Compounds (I) and (III) represent a pair of the "closest relatives", and, despite of the evident differences in their chemical structure (CPh 2 against CMe 2 and NMe against NSiMe 3 ), the geometrical parameters of the coordination environment of the Ti-atoms and imidazole rings nearly match (see Table 1 ). This is the same for the torsion angles in the bridge H} NMR spectrum of the equilibrium mixture invisible.
Single crystal of I suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were picked up directly from the isolated materials (N 2 -filled glove-box) and mounted inside a Lindemann glass capillary (diameter 0.5 mm).
Refinement
The non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. The H atoms were treated as riding atoms with distances C-H = 0.96 (CH 3 ), 0.97 (CH 2 ), 0.93 Å (C Ar H), and U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C), 1.2 U eq (C), and 1.2 U eq (C), respectively. The THF molecule is disordered around inversion center (1/2, 0, 1/2) and was treated with a "PART -1" instruction and sof constrained to 0.5.
O-C, (O)C-C, C-C 1,2-distances and corresponding 1,3-distances were restrained to 1.421 (6), 1.482 (6), 1.498 (6) and 2.329 (10) for these atoms were restrained to be the same with su of 0.01 Å 2 (SIMU instruction).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound (I) with labelling and thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are omitted for clarity. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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